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[ACTS  OF  THE APOSTLES]

Discussion Questions:

1. Why do you think Luke felt it was important to interject this information 
between when Saul and Barnabas left for Jerusalem in 11 and when they 
have completed their mission at the beginning of 13? What necessary context 
does this chapter give?

2. With how Herod Agrippa is described in this chapter, what can you discern 
about him and his character?

3. What must it have been like for the believing community to hear about the 
death of James—one of the four pillars of the Messianic community—and 
the imprisonment of Peter just before Passover celebrations had begun, 
when the city was flooded with visitors and excitement? Have you ever had 
to deal with grief while surrounded by the joy others express during the 
holidays?

Acts 12
"At that time..."

Discussion Questions:

1.	 Why did Festus have to send Paul to Rome? Why was Luke able to provide 
such a generous description of Paul's voyage to Rome?

2.	 What is "the Fast" in Acts 27:9? What does Luke's passing reference to "the 
Fast" indicate about his presumed readers?

3.	 Where did Paul spend the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) that year? How 
did the average Diaspora Jew observe Yom Kippur in those days? What book 
of the Bible is read on Yom Kippur? How is that significant to the story?

4.	 What does "Malta" mean in Semitic languages? What is a "barbarian"?

5.	 Malta was the winter refuge for the passengers of the ill-fated grain ship. 
Of all the stories that could have been told, why did Luke choose only the 
incidents of the viper and the healing of the father of the island's magistrate?

Acts 27-28a
“Voyage to Rome”


