
Matthew’s Gospel  
Chapter 23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seat of Moses? 
 

 

 



 
 

What is Yeshua Teaching? 
 

 
 
 
Path #1:   Do what the Pharisees say, but do not behave 

    like them. (Deut. 17:9-11) 

 
 
The Problem: Yeshua frequently disobeyed the 

     Pharisees! 
 
 
 
 



Examples: 

• Plucking grain on the Sabbath (12:1-8) 
• Healing on the Sabbath (12:9-14) 
• Refusing to perform a sign (12:38-39/16:1-4) 
• Not washing hands before eating (15:1-2) 
• Refusal to rebuke His disciples (Luke 19:39-40) 
• Refusal to reveal the source of His authority (21:23-27) 

 
Does this mean that we should treat Yeshua the way He 
told us to treat the Pharisees – do what He says, but not 
as He does?! 
 
 
 
 
Path #2:  There is a mistranslation in the text. 
 

 ”they say“ = (yom-ru)  יאמרו

 ”he says“ = (yom-eir)  יאמר 
 
 



 
 
 
The Problem:  Six of the nine copies of the Hebrew  
         Matthew have yom-ru, not yom-eir.  
 
 
 
 
 
Path #3:   Avoid extremes.  
 
Embrace truth wherever it is found. Reject falsehood 
wherever it is found.  
 

OR 
 

Eat the meat, and spit out the bones. 
 



The Problem:  We must be able to tell the difference! 
 
 
 
 
 

Names that Yeshua called the Pharisees: 
 

• Hypocrites (8x) 
• Blind guides (5x) 
• Condemned (2x) 
• Sons of Gehenna 
• Fools 
• Thieves 
• Self-indulgent 
• Full of uncleanness 
• Lawless (i.e. Torah-less) 
• Murderers 
• Serpents/vipers 

 
  



 
Blessed are… 

 
1-…the poor in spirit for theirs 
is the Kingdom of God. 
 
2-…those who mourn for they 
shall be comforted. 
 
3-…the meek for they shall 
inherit the Land 
 
4-…those who hunger and 
thirst after tzedakkah   
 
5-…the merciful for they shall 
obtain mercy 
 
6-…the clean in heart for they 
shall see God. 
 
7-…the peacemakers for they 
shall be called Sons of God. 
 
8-…those who have been 
persecuted for the sake of 
righteousness for theirs is the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

Woe to… 
 
1-…shut up the Kingdom of 
Heaven… 
 
2-…you swallow up widows’ 
houses…judged more strictly… 
 
3-…wander over land & sea 
…twice the son of Gehenna 
 
4-…swears by…the gold in the 
Sanctuary… 
 
5-…neglect…justice, kindness, 
and faith. 
 
6-…cleanse the outside of the 
bowl… 
 
7-…appear as whitewashed 
tombs…to the sons of men. 
 
8-…build the tombs of the 
prophets…you have per-
secuted and murdered  

 
 



2 Chronicles 24:20-22 
Then the Spirit of God clothed Zechariah the son of 
Jehoiada the priest, and he stood above the people, and 
said to them, “Thus says God, ‘Why do you break the 
commandments of Adonai, so that you cannot prosper? 
Because you have forsaken Adonai, He has forsaken you.’” 
But they conspired against him, and by command of the king 
they stoned him with stones in the court of the house of 
Adonai. Thus Joash the king did not remember the kindness 
that Jehoiada, Zechariah's father, had shown him, but killed 
his son. And when he was dying, he said, “May Adonai see 
and avenge!”  

 
 
 

 
 


