
THE FOUR GUARDIANS 
 

Unpaid Guardian :  
 

The man who feels that he was created only to serve 
God. 

 
Borrower : 
 

The man who benefits from what he borrows, but 
the Owner enjoys no benefit. He seek self-fulfillment 
alone. 

 
Renter : 
 

A man who resembles the borrower, but feels that 
he ought to earn this privilege by also serving His 
Creator. 

 
Paid Guardian : 
 

This man believes God’s will is the ultimate purpose 
of life. But his self-interest makes him think he 
deserves reward for his service. 

 
 

(Adapted from “Torah – The Five Books of Moses”, p.466) 


